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Synopsis: Jim Bowie and Stephen Austin were immigrants to Mexico and Davy Crockett 
was a mercenary. How does the way we talk about the American past influence the 
American present? Why are myths of the American West so powerful and how can they 
get in the way of American progress?  — Raúl A. Ramos, Ph.D. 

As the country becomes more aware of the challenges faced by underrepresented groups 
and the injustices surrounding race, equity, and inclusion, many are now looking at the 
past from a different worldview. As historical events take on new meaning, lesser-known 
and whitewashed ones are brought to light. These revived narratives, histories and truths 
fill in the blanks, and help us make sense of the partial lesson one-sided history taught us. 
Join Raúl A. Ramos as he unpacks his evocative synopsis in “Remembering and Forgetting 
the Alamo: What the Texas Story Has to Tell Us About American History.”

 
Raúl A. Ramos is an Associate Professor of History with expertise in borderlands history, 
Mexican American history, and the history of Texas. He is the author of “Beyond the 
Alamo: Forging Mexican Ethnicity in San Antonio, 1821-1861,” published by UNC Press. He 
received his doctorate in History from Yale University with a focus on the American West.
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